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On the front, we see a representation of King Richard
II being introduced by S. Edmund and Edward the
Confessor and St. John the Baptist to the Virgin and
Child. It will be noticed that the King and all the
angels carry the badge of the White Hart which was
the King's own heraldic device inherited from his
mother, the Fair Maid of Kent. Round the king's neck
and also worn by the angels is a necklet made of the
pods of the plantagenesta, a species of broom, the
emblem of the Plantagenet dynasty. On the king's robe
is a continuous pattern of the white hart encircled by
the seeds of this royal plant and interspersed with a
counter design of displayed eagles.

The painting makes manifest an incomparable grace
and delicacy. The gold background, exquisitely pricked
in diaper, the curls of St. John's Lamb, the wreaths
of the angels and the flowers which spring from beneath
their feet are all proof that the Master of the Wilton
Diptych is fit to rank among the world's most elegant
artists.

On the back of the diptych we have the armorial
device of Richard II (his own arms impaled with those
of the Kingdom) and also a charming representation
of the White Hart. Unfortunately the back is not in as
good condition as the front and many details in the
royal arms are obliterated. The hart's antlers have
almost disappeared and only a faint impression remains
of where they once have been.

The diptych was once in the possession of Charles
I, the most art-loving of English monarchs, and later
found its way into the possession of the Earl of Pembroke
at Wilton.
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